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Overview and Key Outcomes:
7th Global Forum on TB Vaccines



2020

• First Global Forum convened in the Americas

• Nearly 340 registrations from 34 countries

• More than 120 participants identified as early career researchers

• Convened under the overarching theme “Driving innovation from 

discovery to access”, program addressed the full spectrum of research 

and development and explored strategies to ensure new TB vaccines 

reach the populations that most need them and to maximize the public 

health impact

• Program was developed around five thematic tracks, aligned with 

global frameworks for TB vaccine development and implementation

• 85 speakers across 20 plenary, oral abstract, discussion, and poster 

viewing sessions

7th Global Forum on TB Vaccines
8 – 10 October 2024
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
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Opening and Closing Sessions

Lucica Ditiu (Stop TB Partnership) and Michel Kazatchkine give remarks during the Closing Session

Keynote address by WHO Chief Scientist 

Jeremy Farrar

Secretary of Health Surveillance and 

Environmental Health Ethel Maciel and 

Brazil Vaccine Mascot Zé Gontinha

welcome participants

Opening panel discussion with Suvanand Sahu (Stop 

TB Partnership), Mario Moreira (Fiocruz), Nina Russell 

(Gates Foundation), Ruben Rizzi (BioNTech, Mark 

Hatherill (SATVI) and Ethel Maciel (Ministry of Health)  



Diversifying the TB Vaccine Pipeline

David Lewinsohn
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Strength: 

Diversity of vaccine platforms

Weakness:

Few candidates (14 + BCG)

Few novel antigens
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Efforts to develop biomarkers, correlates of protection, and measure of 

bacterial burden

• Lessons learned from the M72 prevention of disease trial (Nemes) and 

the H56:IC31 prevention of recurrence trial (Scriba, Mendelsohn)

• Intravenous BCG in nonhuman primates (Darrah, Verreck)

• Aerosol BCG (Li)

• Understanding bacterial burden through the lymph node (Young)

Increase diversity through novel approaches and delivery platforms

• Increasing the diversity of antigens (Ogongo)

• Explore novel delivery platforms for TB vaccines, including self-

adjuvanting vaccines (Tran et al) and RNA (Fulton, Kovalchuke)

• Co-infection (Cohen) and humanized mouse model (Trentini) for 

clearance of infection

Key Topics Addressed
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Optimize animal models to better reflect human disease

• Ultra low-dose (Plumlee, Fulton) and NHP models (Verreck, Darrah) for 

prevention of infection 

• Using the mouse co-infection (Plumlee) and humanized mouse as a 

model for immunotherapy (Trentini) for clearance of infection

Human challenge model/Controlled human infection model

• Progress and lessons learned in developing an aerosol BCG human 

challenge model

Highlights



Accelerating Clinical Development

Ann Ginsberg
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(no slides)



Ensuring Public Heath Impact & 
Implementation of New TB Vaccines

Richard White
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Highlights

Impressive country preparedness
• Preparing the landscape for TB vaccines: South Africa’s strategic 

planning 

First data on new (TB) vaccine acceptability
• Generic vaccines in TB HBCs

• TB Vx - HCW/community in Zambia; pregnant women in 4 countries;  
adolescents in Khayelitsha; adolescents in Mozambique

• Standardised survey questions available

Useful modelling/framework activities
• What to do if vaccine doses are limited? & Fair allocation frameworks?

• TB vaccine impact models being developed in LMICs – India at conf 
(Jessy); S Africa, Indonesia, Brazil coming…
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Describe country preparedness

South Africa has prioritised vaccine 
preparedness as reflected in the NTP Strategic 
Plan, 2023-28. In collaboration with the 
national TB Think Tank and NAGI, preparatory 
work for the introduction of TB vaccines is 
currently in progress

=>

=> Encouraging

Preparing the landscape for TB vaccines: South Africa’s 
strategic planning
Ndjeka et al, S Africa MoH
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Analysis of existing vax confidence data in TB 
HBCs

Of the 18 countries included, 14 had an overall 
2023 vaccine confidence score of 80% or higher. 
Four countries had a score over 90%: Vietnam 
(98.5%), Ethiopia (95.5%), India (91.8%), and Sierra 
Leone (90.6%). 

Cameroon had the lowest score with 63.0% 
followed by Ukraine (66.2%), Russia (70.5%), and 
South Africa (75.5%). These four countries make 
up 5.75% of the total TB burden in our sample 
and may require future attention to ensure 
confidence in a new TB vaccine.  Encouraging, with caveats

New tuberculosis vaccines are in late-stage trials, but how 
confident is the public in high burden countries in vaccines?

Hesketh et al, GAVI/LSHTM
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Adolescents (400), Khayelitsha, South Africa

High acceptability, but reasons for not sure/no 
often due to lack of understanding about TB 
risk

=> Encouraging, but education necessary

Insights into TB vaccine acceptability among adolescents in 
Khayelitsha through community engagement

Koch et al, UCT
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Aim - To reach adult community members and 
HCWs in high TB burden settings, it is crucial to 
understand both preliminary willingness to 
receive a TB vaccine and communication 
preferences to design strategies to optimize 
demand and acceptance.

Zambia community (400) and HCWs (100) from 
low covid vx uptake communities

 Encouraging, but education necessary

Willingness to receive a future adult tuberculosis vaccine in Lusaka, 
Zambia: Perspectives from community members and healthcare workers. 

Kerkhoff et al, UCSF
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Aim - Document intention to receive a new TB 
vaccine or BCG booster dose among adults, 
adolescents (aged 9-17) and their caretakers, in 
Manhiça, southern Mozambique.

Overall, intention to receive a new TB vaccine 
or a BCG booster among adults and 
adolescents is high in southern Mozambique

=> Encouraging

Acceptability of a novel TB vaccine or BCG booster among adults, caretakers of 
adolescents and adolescents in Manhiça District, southern Mozambique

Garcia-Basteiro, Manhica Health Research Center (CISM), Mozambique
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Our study assessed the willingness of pregnant 
women across four countries - Brazil, Ghana, 
Kenya, and Pakistan to receive a future TB 
vaccine.

~400 per country

We surveyed 1597 women total. When asked 
about their intentions to receive a future TB 
vaccine, the majority of women in each country 
indicated that they would “definitely intend to 
receive a TB vaccine”: 77.9% in Brazil, 65.6% in 
Ghana, 61.5% in Kenya, and 80.2% in Pakistan

=> Encouraging

Willingness to receive a future TB vaccine among pregnant women 
living in Brazil, Ghana, Kenya, and Pakistan 

Limaye et al, JHU
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• Now standardised survey questions 
available, to improve comparability

• Contact rebecca.clark@lsthm.ac.uk

mailto:rebecca.clark@lsthm.ac.uk
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Aim - used modelling to investigate the 
difference in impact from varying the number 
of vaccine doses available and varying the 
country-specific order of vaccine introduction.

Country introduction order:

- Historically Informed

- TB incidence rate/ M72 trial countries first

=> Makes a big difference, especially at low 
dose availability

‘Facing up to reality— What to do if M72/AS01E doses 
are limited?’

Clark et al, LSHTM
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A scoping literature review is underway to identify 
key principles and strategies from vaccine 
introduction strategies

Key considerations include prioritizing based on 
need, maximizing health impact, ensuring equity, 
access, and affordability

The goal is to create a transparent, evidence-
based framework that informs national and global 
policy under conditions of limited supply, while 
market shaping and communication efforts work 
toward meeting global demand

Navigating the unknown: Ensuring equitable TB vaccine 
access to maximize health impact
Limaye et al, JHU
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Aim - used modelling to investigate the 
difference in impact from varying the number 
of vaccine doses available and varying the 
country-specific order of vaccine introduction.

By 

- Historically Informed

- TB incidence rate/ M72 trial countries first

=> Make a big difference, especially at low 
dose availability

TB vaccine impact models being developed in LMICs –
India at conf (Jessy); S Africa, Indonesia, Brazil coming…
Jessy Joseph et al, IAVI (India)
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Enabling Factors, Community 
Engagement & Advocacy

Shaun Palmer
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Meet the committee

Ezio Távora

Rede-TB,

Brazil

Rosa Herrera

Global TB CAB | Universidad 

Autónoma de Durango, 

Campus Mexicali,

Mexico

Keyuri Arvind Bhanushali

Survivors Against TB,

India

Jackie Cuen

We Are TB/Somos TB,

USA

Peter Ngo’la Owiti

GAVI CSO Steering 

Committee,

Kenya

Shaun Palmer

IAVI | TB Vax ARM,

Netherlands

Paulina Siniatkina

TBpeople,

Netherlands

Vanessa Mwebaza 

Muwanga

WGNV, 

South Africa

Ani Herna Sari

Rekat Peduli,

Indonesia

This was the first Forum with 

a dedicated Community 

Engagement Committee. 

The committee members led 

the development of the 

Community Declaration and 

spoke in plenaries across 

the program.

Patrick P. Agbassi

Global TB CAB| Envopharm, 

Côte d'Ivoire
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• An opportunity to amplify our 

collective voice

• Share our demands to 

attendees of the 7th Global 

Forum and to leaders and 

decision makers about the 

urgent need to invest in TB vaccine 

development and introduction

Community Declaration
What is it?
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Community Declaration

• Initial feedback from the global TB 

community from multilingual webinar 

in August

• First draft prepared by the Committee, 

based on the webinar feedback

• Online consultation survey to collect 

feedback on the first draft

• Final version prepared based on the 

survey feedback

• Open for public sign on 17 Sep – 10 Oct

• Presented during the Declaration in the 

Opening Ceremony

The process

Available in English, French, Hindi, Indonesia, 
Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish
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Active participation, meaningful visibility

Paulina Siniatkina presenting the 

community declaration during the 

Opening Ceremony (Tue, 8 Oct 2024)

TB IS OVER (if you want it) – art installation by Paulina 

Siniatkina outside of the Grande Sala, Cidade das Artes
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Active participation, meaningful visibility
Committee members spoke at each of the plenary sessions

Ezio Távora, Plenary 1: From discovery to 

access and Plenary 5: Innovative 

approaches to TV vaccine R&D

Keyuri Bhanushali, Plenary 3: Advancing TB 

vaccine clinical development

Peter Ngo’la Owiti, Plenary 2: Global & regional 

enablers for the introduction of new TB vaccines

Patrick Agbassi, Plenary 4: Country scale-up 

& implementation of new TB vaccines

Jackie Cuen & Shaun Palmer, Plenary 6: Enabling 

TB vaccine development through funding political 

will, open science, & engaged communities
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